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Help for the Dying 

Death.  The very word can strike terror in a person's soul.  Scripture 
tells us that the inevitable consequence of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

For the unbeliever, death is an enemy to be avoided.  For the believer, 
death is the defeated enemy by Jesus' death and resurrection and is the 
doorway to eternal life in the presence of God. 

But, the process of dying can be a frightening one.  How does one 
approach dying and all that comes with it?  Certainly, Christians will 
call their pastor so that he may make visits, bringing the consolation of 
Confession and Absolution, the Gospel, and the Blessed Sacrament of 
Jesus' body and blood. 

However, what about those in-between times when there is no pastor 
present?  What kind of conversation should occur and what can be 
done?  Very often, we don't know what to say or what to do when 
confronted by dying and death. 

Certainly, the gift of music in the form of recorded liturgy and hymns 
will be helpful.  Music that proclaims the Gospel will bring great 
comfort and joy in the midst of dying, both for the dying soul and those 
who attend him.  It is suggested that recordings of solid Christian music 
be played for the strengthening of faith and consolation in the gospel.  
Your pastor will be glad to make recommendations and will even 
provide you with hymns of comfort and strength from Lutheran Service 
Book.  Use the hymnal and read or sing hymns and liturgy as a 
resource in your time of need. 

And, you may use this little booklet as a resource to help the dying and 
those in attendance.  This guide will help you, so you may know what to 
say and how to say it according to scripture, so that Jesus is made 
known as He comes into our death-filled world with life eternal and joy 
in the gospel of salvation. 

May this rite, prayers, scripture, and hymns be of help to you when you 
are dying and may it be a help to you if your loved one or friend is 
dying. 

Soli Deo Gloria 

Pastor Donald Jordan 

February 8, 2010 

The 5th Week After Epiphany 

I Corinthians 15:13-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, 

how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of 

the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not 

been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith 

is in vain.  We are even found to be misrepresenting 

God, because we testified about God that he raised 

Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 

are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 

are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has 

been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as 

in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

 






















