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Why does our Lord gather us for worship?

The most precious pifts and teessures our Lord gives ug are
His forgiveness. lite and salwation. T heowgh His innocent life

and bitter sufferings and death, Christ has purchased apd won |

us from sim, doath and the devil. 'Throogh |esos Chriseall the ;

i praise for all He has done. This elorthas of God piving His

sims of the workd were puid for snd the wrath of God was
eppeaced. Christ has recunoled the whoke wordd b G,

Jets it semvess s apmin and apain s Ths Guspel is pr-
clammed, a5 [T peope are heprliced amd 25 TTs Womd 14 rean 1l
serves ws ws [Ty forgveness s pronounced wod penitents
absolved. He serves us ws He pives us His body and bloed
under the bread and wine b eal aod b donk. This 1 how
onr Lo gemees ws fumaivemess, e, and sulvatiun. What a bless-
iny it is n b cafled and gathuesed fir vocship e mar gond and

What is at the heart and center of Lutheran worshipd
Luthtran worship puls the Juows squardy om Jesus Christ,
whu 35 present 107 ws aokd will us Ucough Ths Woed aml
Sarramnents, Liatheran worship is, thecebore, Cheist-cenlered,
ek e -cebereet, When we ate pathered Loe waeship, vee ane

net coternplating sotne far-off Cheist o meditating on -

ahestrace concepts, ot pondering vavious principhes for living,
Meither arewe indhuech to be ansad or ectertained, Chrid iz
living and active among us, righrwhers He bas peomased to be
in His Woed annd Sactaents. Jesus siid, Lo, T ans wilh voo
alwas, to the rerverd of Hue ape™ (B 18303, When He guih-
erg us wolnd His Wonl and Sacrirents, Tle Tullills his

PGS Lk L £t .

WWhal is the basic palizon or“chythm™ ol
Lutheran woeshipt
Il 1 b uiar hovenmial Derherene Sorshge desoribae 1t

Our Lord speaks and vie Jisten. Eis YWord hestns shat
it sayy Faith that 11 hurm from what is heard aconesd -
edaes the gifts roceved with cager thankfulness and
praist. .. Sayina back b Hrm what He bas said to ws, we
repesl what is sl Lowe wnl s - The thythm of oar
worrship 0 b 1ham Lo ws, and then toom s hack to
TLian. b2 gives ITis grifls, and oopelier we receive wnl
el Crern, Wie bodel une: anci bier upe we we speak wome
annther mpsubms, hymng, and spantual somgs.

What About ...

Lutheran Worship

What does"Divine Sarvice meant

Historically; the: phmasc nsed to describe Dintheran worshi
15 [hvine Service. Thos helps us undersiand the thythm of
wirship—that itis first and foremest God serving ns with His
anfts, amd then uur serrce to Almighty God in thankeagiineg

gifts and eur givineg Hima thanks i3 comeeped apthy in the cerm,
Divinge Servaee.

The Brivine $erviee is v “holy™ tinee, teaning a time “set
apart” it is 2 imeto b sof apart from the workadap world—a
Lerse o speerd will our Lond. Indewd, in the Tivine Serioe we
are gathered roperher in the presemce ol the boly, dlndghty,
ever-living Cxod.and thins we are part of a time of “heaven on
carthy ag our Lo firgives ot sins and gives us new [ife tadsy,
and elerial sabeation with [Gm forever. This ondemitandmg of
the Tivine Servive explains why many who expecieoce
Lutheran worship fur the fnit time deserihe i as dignified,
reverent and sacred,

What does Lirtheran worship look and sound like?

Lutlwrans wse onders ul service commun thaowshout the
histery of the Western chuercls, The wu main pacts of the
Divine Seevice are (1] the proclacoalion of the Wird of God,
and (2} the calebeation of the Londs Supper, Cther ardees of
service nsed in the Lodweran church frabure a more extendad
service of the Word a3 well ws ties of praper, soch as the see-
vices of ¥ating and Vespers, Mornup aod Evening Peaver,
Conpline, ard the Litaey.

I Lutheran servives, pasturs and mungeopatioms sing or
speak. the litwryy Tack and focth or tgether, Congregational
anging ol hymne has always heen ahallmark of Lathesan wor-
Slup. The bast ul musica] tradhtions, baoth ancicnt and madem,
are eibraced by the Lutheran chureds in s worship, will an
enphasis an congreational sinpring, reiUlbeced by e duir.

Qo pastors weat special doddng called wesmeits. These
aarments cover the indrriduality of the wuan and enphasze

the sacred duties of e olice Jee bues been given o carmy ot
i Throwghout e coutse ol e chueds vear, an wppeimed oeder

of readings and pravers belps the congrepalion fious om the
majot events in e libe of Cruist and b those eveols allscl s
today. Preaching, nsally based on the appointed lessons, is a
hallmatk of Lotheran worship, disting mished by a clear pee-
sentrtion of Goc's Liv and Gospel,



What About Lutheran Worship?

Luderans may stand, bew or kneel ar various poimts inthe |
scTiAoe tn express reverence and devolion Lo the almighly

Triune God. Pastors malee the sigm of the crass orer the people,
and the poople may sign themsshes with the ooes gl varioos
Liraes s well

Litheramism hay oontmiaes] bmake i oF beciirn sodls-
siastscal art swch ay stakwes o Jesus, te aposthes, gnd olber
Digoctant fignees. in the Bible oe chuuely history, You will find in
tmamy Lutheran churches altars, candles, paintings, statues,
crucifixes, symhids, steined-plass windews, processional
vrirgses, banders, and cther Beros of art and decocation. AL o
these lend beaut: dignity and rogrence to the scrnice They
help s to fscos our stlentiom oo Chrst wed s gifs Sueme
Lurtheran chorches are elaborately decovatad amd vichdy oema-
mented. Cthers arc more plainty adarned. We malse oo fooed
Tules abwout uch thimyg:. W msjodce in oor Christian reedom b
nge all srarmer of reversail arhwerk aod devocarson to plocify
and praise God,

How does Lutheran worship reflect Lutheran theology?
Bovra chuch aomdicts it wamship is & seflecon of wheat it

brekitevnms, et A econdimses. T is GifTucadl, Userebione, 1o pelain. |

the substance of Lutheran thesdogy whileat the same time
cmbracing ren-| wtheran styles of worship. & 14 important to
romcrmiber thak artin Lather soanght b nefmm—rnok to rein-
werit— Lhe chorech and s worshap. Lother koew thal (e
Gospel was the heart and center of the Divine Service, He
changed emly what contradzcted or diminished the Gospel.
Luthee never did awery with tafthil, Gospel- centered and his-
toric worship practices and czremonies of the charch.

Why are conimon orders of service in onr Synod
guch a [deseing?

There are two oxtremes to be sredded in answering this
squestion, The ene exmemc vkl be the wicw that evoryr con-
groyetim can o vwhatewer it wishos, hewwewer it vwishes, with-
ot By reprrd for heirther enngrembiung ol our conbkessorat
fdbomeship The cpposinsexctrer e vwoukd [e dhe view that every
oute in the clurch st do precisely the same thing every
Sy, without any deviation, vatiety, change or difference,
Meitherof these extremes s Appropriatc of acccptable, amd cer-
tainty ot Luathesan.

Tt S ] Dasss wlasays B conessamad e —Tug O we gl
of the thurch—uonifirmity in liturgical practices be main-
Lured s it we codiiess gur disrinet, Lnigue Lutheren Fajth
bioldly in 2 conntry where owr church is surmoonded by so
mary nyn-Lutheran chuiches. Unitocmity m doctrine 3%
reflecled in onilucmily I praceiee. Coc Syawed's Jest president,
D O F W Walcher; had this to sy about the valoe of nifoe-

W are not ngisting that there be wnifgrminy in pererp-
Licees dor [ielioge n- tease ernorg all Dediensizsys Chudstians—
neither dare amynng demand that all be minded ashe,
Meverthebess, it remiins true that the Lueheran linggy
distingrishes |athcran warship fom the woership of
rdher rhomtkhias Lo sodd a1 mcrenl thal rthe Bogses of
wirrship ol U luteer louds ihe: 1ot halls in which the
hearers e meredy addressed o Besteueted, wlhie our
churches am in muth howses of prayer in which
Christians serve the smeat Caod puhblichy hefom thowarld,
Soueore My ask, “What would be the use of unifoe-
mity of corgmanics?™ W answer, "What 35 the nse of a
(Laape viee the Dattbedieldd Tven toough v sobdier @anmol
defeat the enetry with it, he naver theless sees by the g
where hebolongs™ We maght naot to refuse to wall: in the
bematsteps oof wr fathers.

Rurt in't Lutheran winship Germant

Sooeliaees we Iear people concdude that becuwse the
Entheran Reformation began in Germarg, Lutheran worship
mst, thereivme, b German. This is 2 verycommen misunder-
slanding. The fact of (he maller is thel Lotheran worship
throuphout history has inchided bynans, canticles and oodees
olf service that And their omiains in the carbe Chrighan wamship
of the Mear Fast and even Rarther hack o the sorship of the
Tewd avemgnyne as i deviediped from amoert fevish temiple
wiorship, Thus, Lutheran woeship i3 vooted th thoosamis of
yoars of tradition and refAects the gosniribegems of many ethnic
proups: African, Astan, Middle-Fastern, Spamish, firesk,
Italian, French, Crermnan, and Aumerican as well T is defivitely
net the casethat Lutheran wrmship is Germam,

Conclosign
A e el dursedves; '|1ei|:|E.Hul'|'||=n:fl h} wr Lopnd b wnor

aluiprat e dinw of this 1 irdlletinnrn, we reiles that we 3o
amar seng with angels, anchanpels and all the comyprangrof hesen
from milkennia past whir arc gatherod befome the Lambupon
Mis Ueone and worship Thee By day end night. As oar Losd
pathers ns for wiorship Sunday after Sunday, we join the eitice
companyat heawen in praising oog good and graciowsGod, The
saint; 4m carth and the saines in hepren pradse Him who is the

t hepimning and the end, the fiest and the 1z, the Alpha and

Cinacga,even ot Lond Teaus Chrislwebirwith thie Tatherand the
Holy Spitit reigns as oee God, woeld wirhool exd

“ o Him who =its on the thmme and wthe Lamb he:hless-

ing and bearor awd ploey and oight Trever and ever?

(e e 51

— I AL Bacry

President

The Lutheran Cheeeh—— e Syood
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My Request for a Church Funeral Service

Redeemer Lutheran Church {Mdissourn Symiod )
1355 I Tawthorne Ave
Chuco, A 93026
{3300 3428085
Rev. Denaald Jordan, Paslor

To the Paster of Redeemer 1acheran Churech, by Losved Ones, and the Mortvary,

| have carefully considered my own death and funeral plans, As a Christign, [ die in the hope and
gesurance that Christ is my Savior, Therefore, I wish o leave these plans and requests as my last
testimony to the faith in which [ have died. Please carry out these wizhes of mine in aceordance
with the decidne =nd pragtice of the 1:vanpelical Lutheran Church as dictated by God's Word and
condessed in the Book of Concord.

1. I rcquest thatl my fonersl ke place at Redeemer Ligheran Church,

2. | request the following hymofs) from Lutberan Service Book, 107 leave this blank, | leave the
choice of hymns to the Paslor.

3, Irequest the following soriptures o be read. [F1 leave this blank, | leave the choica of the
seriplure 10 Lhe Pasior gs he will use the traditional texts.

4. My confirmation Bible vorse,
5, Viewing of my body: Yes/No.  1aft to the discretion of my loved ones?

f. [ desire that roy remains be buried in a cemetery localed ul

7. I desire thal memonial @i, 1o lien of flowers, be piven to the church for peomoting the Gospel
ol Jesus Chnst,

§&. Name of Mortuary

Other wishes or prefereness:

Mame:

Signed; Late:

{Copies: Church/Tastor; Childrenloved ones; Excrutor;, Mortuary
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