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What is our great privilege as Christians?

Threugh ith, we become disciples of Jesns Chiist and,as
stch, it s oar privilepe to tell the gond news about kems, We
share with rthers the message of the salvation thatis surs And
whi are the peaple with whem we are to shar the Gith? Well,
they are cortamly mar famiby mermberz: hushands, winee, dhil-
dmen, granddhildwen, parerits and sofnrth. Hut it docs not stop
thore, Hhat 15 omly the besinning, 1t ronchos wut frum there to
ot Frieruds, to our fellow congregation menhers, to the people
with whomwe work, toour neighbors and o the strangers we
ineet in our dadhy Lives s, this means actnally talkdng to oth-
e o | Jesws Chirist and ITis prear sabval o,

Chur privileps us Chraslians 15 L wenlily and eecopoise

uppotunities to el uthers the guod news about Tesus, Aml |

them, having recoiaenieed wnd ienbied (hose uppariunilies,
oums is the privibeye and resprmibility nf actoally doimg t—
R e SR MERS EININE SRS,

Whers does telling the good news about Jeans begin?

Ir bezins with cour personal thakhalness for the sabrarion
that is ours in Jezus Christ, Back of ns daily sins nwch and
because of that, if kit to ourselves, we deserse nothing kit
izonds wrath aned eternal domnxtion, And s0 does srervone in
the werld who has not comne into a saving reationship wich
Tesus Cheist,

Tout thanks he b Casd, sumcthing miraculoos happened in
your lifc? %o gt is the Rather's loee for all humanity, it He
sent His preciows Som Ento this weorld, to obey God pertectly,
and to snffer and die for yoor sins and the sins of te whole
wenld, Becase o fasus Christ, each and every one of vour sins
his been weashed aweay: Yow are Jeansed, pasdoned and given
the peace hat passes oll homan roderstanding,

OF all thse blessiings thart God will evsee e vou 0y wour Life,
withinl i docdsl e presalest one ol all s Use Locgiveries (et is
ynursin Jomes Christ, and with that mngreeness, the promise
that vehen yau die yon will spend afl ctermitywith the Lord o
hesmren. Thanks be to (od for Hig tcsoy!

What dowe dowith the good news of Jesuss

e bas et givent us thes preat salvarion roerely fof us Lo
comlenl ouegelves wills il and Lo stick il away and Leeasune 1l
provtehe [Te has preen ws thiz greul salvaton wnd then ouled

What About . ..

Telling the Good News
about Jesus

tachume of o to 8 bk of being His witnesses, Ho gave 13 this
proat sahvation tn rejrice in, fo 19 in and to share—rves, to
shanz with othoms! He wartts us to hring mamy athers fma His
chrch, v they nn vAll eoeive the bleegings of GodPsWord
and Sacraments, where they too will be mads part of God'=
pruple—one of Tl oven dear chiddren. And what is more, God
has promrosed thial as we du, T wall bless. For this Bt oo, we
Trrva= STV PSRk Lew LAl e comel Jex Frrqiﬁr: {he Tamel,

The first president af gur chacch, D, CES, Walther made
this exemety important poil:

“Anther majer daty of o Syroed Mt weenty fer ter dimd

remeen wn Evavgelioe] Litferan Spamd & that it et seek

ity crwel iy e vl e gl of ond, i et Rt 50

wtuclt ent 5 o wrowel, Der radhier ow e gl of

Chres keoden wnd the slvasto of smas. Vne sew, desr

fretiaren, we re ceasertabled Joeene s fr i omm sl Wi

are i1 g ferith, and by dhifs Gaith we bope do e saveed! Bet

there ere stzll meny millines who hove pe foitk! Ths G

Wiy W e here—so thal we waight Bring sabation Lo @3

Pragry pecple as v pocsiy G, s el e sad shivation

i Christendarm aed the corvupeion of e poor, Fiwd

Bueitien wmifghl e remicedied. Oy Gor s resescee dloes i

s (o allm Chrsinares 62 Jive gee carth, thet tey

might bring athers to the soving faith, Otherwize God

woeld inrentocsely (ot @ Choistion ar et s gims ol

P b covrverted ™

Lsot evangelizm just the pasbor's job?
Evangelisio is one of the pastoc’s impertant dulies, bue
evangelisin is not ooy the paslors respoesbility. Dery

- Clristian, through Baptian, is goven e privile ol declaring:

the peaises of Hin whwrvalled us ealol dacdknecs inta Ths mar-
veluus Jijshl {1 Peler 2:9].

Whenever we speak the ospel, it is an actual ceanimo-
cation of the ferpireness of sins, Teling the poad sess aboal
lesn: 1o another person is oot metely 3 casual conversation,
e IS it mevely expressing pious seishes. When we sluee wills
otluers the good news of Jess, we are actually carmrevivg to
Luegan e fopivetiess ol siing, Lior Lat 35 whisl the Guogpel is all
ool When the Gospel1a presented, Goed the Hoby Spinit i
presertt i wick faith inthe hearts of thosewhohear it



What about Telling the Good News about Jesus?

Pastors and laypeaple work together in the great task of
making disciples of all mations, a3 together they tell the good
news of Jesus. Together they work to make their congregations
places where visitors feel welcome and places that have as a
priority reaching out boldly with the Gospel. Hand in hand,
pasturs and congregations tell the good news about Jesus!

What is the starting place for telling the good news
about Jesus?

It begins with our love for others. Love always takes an
interest in the good of our neighber, our friend, our family
member, without trying to figure out what we will receive in
return. God's love is poured out into our hearts and overflows
into the lives of others. God doesn't need our good works,
but aur neighbors, our friends, and our family members
certainty do.

Once we recognize how great is our own personal salva-
tien and the enormous love of the Father's heart in saving us,
we recogrize that this love can remove barriers that stand in
the way of our outreach to others. Barriers include apathy on
our part and antagonism or: the part of those with whom we
speak. When we tell the good news of Jesus, following up that
witness with love and kindness, there is something here that
makes people paese and consider just what it {5 that makes
Christians unique. Tt can lead people to ask, “What do you
have? Tneed it”

How do we respond to our neighbor'’s question? We answer
Ty telling the good news about Jesus. We explain that because
of sin we are separated from God, but God loves us so much
that He sent a Savior into this world to bring us back w
Himself. The Bible says, 4 hvays be ready to answer anyone
who asks you to explain the hope you have, but be gentle and
respectful” (1 Peter 3:15). Telling the saving Gospel is the great-
est servive any Christian can perform for a neighbor, or family
member, or even the most casual stranger.

Isrrt it rude for me 1o impose my beliefs
onanother person?

Telling the good aews about Jesus is certainly not rude,
though the way we go about it might be. That we must avoid.
The best way to tell the good news about Jesus is to do so gen-
thy and kindly. Teling the gpod news aboat Jesus is not“irmpos-
ing our beliefs on another person.”We need to shake ourselves
free from the nyth of our day that all beliefs are equally true,
and one is ne better than the other. We do respect the beliefs of
others, but we can't give them “equal time” when it comes to
the question of where that person is poing to spend atl eternity,

Telling the good news of Jesus is more than merely “shar-

ing roy opinions” It isactually giving another persont the Word
of Life—the poswerful, faith-creating Word of God by which
God brings that person into His kingdom. So, telling the good
news of Jesus is not rude, it is the most wonderful gift vou
could give to another human being,

What can be done to prepare ourselves to tell others
about Jesus?

Towitness about Jesus we need to be strangly in the Word
and Sacraments. In so doing, we are kept by the Lord in con-
stant contact with the power and strength for witnessing, our
Lord Jesus Himself, Receiving forgiveness and peace, we then
are able to share it with others,

Turning to the Lord in prayer is the next thing we do when
we wish to tell the good news about Jesus. Just imagine how
much better we will be able to recognize opportunities to tell
the good news about Jesus when we ask our heavenly Father to
show them tous and then pray for the conrage to speak. When
we ask for gpen doors to tell the good news, we will be amazed
1o notice how doors are open and just waiting for us to walk
through, telling the good news about Jesus!

Suggested Resources

Excellent resources having to do with our dnerchs empha-
sis on telling the good news about Jesus may be found on the
Internet at: wwnwlems.org/310,

1. Whlther, Esays for the Craerch, JCPH: 1992) 1260

— Dr.A.L.Barry
President

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Symod
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