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Cheistian Eamuilies face ennmuous pressures in our
wotld today: 1t {5 woportant that They bave a opod
wideestanding of whatt God bntends for the Gundy aod
burw Usey Desl v eespond b Uie sy chiallenwes hal

cratlol Hene

G zaetimgs i yan in the name of o Lamd Jesus Chriss

What does Gind say about families in His Word,
the Bible?

Loy L eggunzuingg, Goel crsabed oo and women w Eve
fomgesher with ore zneehes s husbands aned wives, snd
thuomgh their merriages to bring choldren inro the would, Ve
rzad in Gen. 2:22 247 Thye Lood G ooeee 2 veormioe Jeen U
b JLe D] vickeews vt ol Oz zoay, ozl e brooght ber e te
acczi. The eriaae s, Thias s ris Lune ol aegy Lures aned fleshed
3y Fleshy i shal] T called "weamar” lur shae vess taden ot of
man. Hur this 12ason a man will Tezae his father and rinther
arxl be united o his wite, cud they will become owe esh, 0w
Loed Jesus ChuZst etfiemed die divine lnstitution ol aacriape
Unricy s ey roumistey (. 19:5).

Thrmgh Uk Aprwtle Paol, the Lond eevealed that Chnstian
hushands ancl wiwes sz o T aachsoree onc ancther, medel-
ine Befere the world the lows Chyist has for His bride the
chiwech, In Ephesians 5 5t Faolwiole: "Subvotl tone anullze
ool ol meerence i Choisl, Wives, submil to yowr
Fnshands as top the g, dyr the hushand i the head of the

wite a5 Christ is the head of the cluwreh, His Bedy of which ITe

15 e S

Mo &5 the chwrsch subimits 1o Christ, so also whises showld
skt to thelr lwsbands u everything. Husbands Love wowr
wives, just ag (i loved the church and gave Homnselt up for
her to vsalie her by .. T this soe wav bustands vapl:L e
b the wives a8 Ueeir own bodies, He whg Joves 1535 wile
Brves Dnizoseld, Adeer wll i oo ever hated hie usen Taosdy, Tal he
ferrds and cares for it justas Christ docs tha chapch— o7 we
are melnbers of His body

*“Toe tig ceagon A m will leve ls facbec and nwlhec
end be wwited Lo his veile, and the g will become ane
flash! This 15 & prodaumd mresterr—hnt | am talking abxat
Fristand the cluedw Hovese2ach one-of vou also s ke
ks il a5 he Leoves histuselly annd Lhe wile musl respect e
hugland*“(Tiph. 52133

What About. ..

Christian Families

Inthis powerfil dzs:ription of marriage, thare is no room
bt hesbsands oo “Tord it ovver" dueit wiees, or for weives to dis-
vegard el lurshansd's vole of Lessdslup” in the bosse, The ke
i5 macoluad gulerrssion L and love G ome wnoten, rnodeled
alter Chrzsgs v lur e chorch, and the chrdss submissdim
1er CErist her Lord.

Uarenits ave to provide discipline to their children with Jove
alud cornpagsing, doing it 1s Lest Bar their childizn We ead

©in Bl did: “Tallvees, donol esasperate voue childeen; inslead.

. brimy themn ug i the g emd instrzction of the o™ Ancd

childrzn arg tochoowr and ohe their parents,as the Lotd com-
meazeds, "Child ren. ubsey your parents in e Lonl, for Lhis is
rishL Thmumr ywar lather wnd \var mother™—uhich iy the frst
ormmandment with 8 promiic—rthat it may gowsll with yon
urd that vou may eajim: Timy life om the carth'{ Fph, i - 3).

What are some of the cultural trends
fpacting familiss?

A5 e mview whial L Dible has Lo say elool Larnilie, we
yuickly realiee hivw far many of or colayral toends arc fom
CingdYs vl for Families,

{ hristian farmies are bombarded b sigrials which con
tradics God's Woud, Fopuloe cabure  Uionph coosies, rowsic.
ittt ks, Bk and especially wlevision—inandates w
with vmmgrncskages. Uhe siymal iz sent thard saoal eelation-
ship outzide of martiage, o bebore marriage, is wertacly
szalurel ar Usar even o bcoosesual =iyl is remely an alter-
nativeto raditivmal martiage, Children areled mbeliere that
Lreing disededient wid discespectiul L parenls i nmcal even
wnusLp, dr Ll Lhe elderly ace b be viewed a4 3 barden, or
subjects bor homwr. So muodh ol pupular cullure appeats
D vinily’s soweesl sinful inclinations and enoiorape: themin a
e reigpe il icerayess anned weurcl.

The pressure nno oer children—rparticulady oo
trepagers—to do whatever s necessary to be “popilat”
among el fiends is somelimes dileal i parenls
uricersland god epprecae. Uurwamye poaple are nften caght
iin destractive Tifestyles and behaviors, encouraged b pop-
ular ruusic, which zncourages rebellionsiess and disdain for
Fte wid Use dipiily ol Useic (ellow Bumun beings. As ous
leeragers roew cfele, ey o iven the impresenm that“vang
fonge hor“westhet marage s poerfocthe aceptable, Hose tragic



What About Christian Eamilics?

itis when thoir veen familics dionothamg bo reest this behariord

Kacn in oar cultnzs A eaciraged o sndulge thedr Tosts
and selfish desives, %o Title: mepect nr attemitinn L giaen b the
wan whawishes bz e a faithful oshand or facher, Howe manay
elilidrers Lo gpoe Lp without o bori-g and vesponsible fadwe:
i e hoose? The hoevendes conseguences of this end vwill
cady Tecearie prester s we zuavr Dok Uie (uluee.

Wormien kg At pressuad Ry tekea dimnovicwe of what Giod
haz given thern, Ther ave pressured to viev childbearing as
Besess Lhiasa dualiillinngg, sanne ing peeliaps unly b Lokeealed, gl
nort tr b cngesped 2 5 izt from Gudl T hew wio Feoe cemptatons
to clizregand God s exsectations e them when thay oze wives
il erithers, or Lo view nacriage 28 somelbing e be aba-
demed vwwhen it bocomes inconsenicns for them.

fes, e sutely de recognizs that popular culneral trends
uller coovey ihessapes Wally conusey wour Londs Wond
aaucl Thisi weill lurChiristie n Famailies, Ths needs Lol reoogmized
Al resizbed.

What can a Lhristian Bamely do te deal with
the cheallenges of ourday?

Olpely faaimg the vssoes i e Jirststep. Pretending thal
rrobeins do not edst will cevtainly ot Relp, Morwill it do or
ar Carriidy sizoply b bpe Chigt Lhiey sl o e Jaced witk prok-
Irima. Zgreceing waline wil T not maks 1 o sy,

1t is crucial foe Chalsiiaa pasents ro spend boduquality aad
quantly Lzoe will there child o, Beading with Bueir yerang
chaldren, ilisoassimey the qoestions they faveand heing thoreto
sppenrtAvud econage e is extrenedy importans,

Husbards wod wives need Le tike 1o oul ol busy and
bectic sehedules W aarmply Lalke weome ennther, discwssing the
napds thay have: and the problzms thay are expericnang,
wiedking tonether o wrowe i their Joave foe one 2inother asd Lo
Lthear chibdrern.

tdorc importanty, Christians nead vo pray for the Loods

bilessing ou i sarcapes and Goodle s, asking God w lorgive
therm fie their sims and Falunes &y parents and spomscs, and
theq toing to the Lord's meroy through thei Savier Jesus
Chrsl.

Lhristign familics necd romaks cuery-%ndmy worslup ao
absalire priesioy As bamilies cre gathesed by trod azowsd His
Woad s Sactauersts, e vecedve banphieiess, |k dnd selv -

Licki— U sleeng e Lhey need wooupe il Lhe cdualleges of

Jely Tl
What role do daily devotions have im the life of

One of D amsl iaepertiane iz a arniy cacul s spond

timee tpreeveer i W Wond ol Guid

Ky imgredaenls for Que fermilys devoliomnel Broe are the
scripnunes, the hymnal and the Small Catochism. Thase are
excpdlent rosrees for meaningfl ime tegether inthe sl
of Goud.

Parepsts shiould beein peading and veciting the chief parts
o Lhie Sinal] Cadectasi witli thesr chialdren wlen they are veey
wiing, helping them leara che Lords trawer, the len
Commandments and the AposTag Creed, and then working
ot tlue explanations, building as tinwe goes &n,

Pererws need bdisewss Uselr Gaish with Usetrelildeen. pray
wills theo and encouomagne their ctiildres ie Toee o i ahal 15
might, nat hesTrating o sae“ne whon necessane Ancd always,
sarears will wane to be Sor their ¢hildren a mndel of the
Heaventy Tather’s ke i Chuist Tesus one Lead,

[T cun parenls beelp Ltheir childmen resist temptationst
Paremts aften gk the oy important rale thow plday

simiply by the way thear thamselves handle life. A parenr can

prFdde animpoctant mole wode] for iz o1 her children,

I a s constanty displays 2 Laesh and Herce temper at
hurrie, wses (ol Laopswe g and acls disrespectlofly bisand his
wife, s Tile womeder winy his som vaonld grovs upwith similar
artitudes and brebarioes. IFa wontan constantly gripes and
puiinle cuel every CaudL, aparn, thoeme 34 e surprise when her
children du the same when they mnr op,

(. firistian pavants need o maodzl the faith, bor te their
children and others around thern, St Pawl wrote dhat a
Chwistan wiaerkpe i te bean Unige of Cheisls Jove e Use
elepch. This is Duoth an aveesonze cesponsibality ad a ks
privikge

May Cioscd hliess noar familics sickby with His boving meercy,
seenpthening then s dher seek to love one annther 1nd serve
theiz Lead and Savioc

— DA L Brry
Prosidenl
The Lutheran Church—Missouri $rood
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