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1 s s ool aogpels e captuced e imagination of

people ewerypvhicrs, Linfrrumatudy, there is alot oof misin-

fornalicn eboul aages, dong with superstitions and
mecTiphacal voderstandings. Vhis pamphlet will provide a
Bildical prrspraciive oa iiypels,

Dw anpels exisl®

The Wi of Cind—not pomdar televisicn slawe ur rmigg-
e wriicles- s owr onlv reliable sonees for knowing whar
angels arc, and whal Quey de. The Blhle teecles us U wges
vegee e b Gocd ducing the six Jmes of creatiom. Befare ore-
atinm thre weas Lmly Gl Tolus 1:1-3),20md after covation, we e
Lk el oy ehe seventh day God “Esied from all the work of ome-
aititng he had done™{Gen. 23], Thee Tibile does net Dydicale an
whischichay ol ceesrlieny Goud nuxke angeds, Burangeds arevery ezl,

What does the word "angel” nvean?

The word "anpel” comnes from & Greck word that means |

"maessernger” Anvels 2o Gods inessenpers, Elsewhers in the
Bible, angels are describod & spimits (ot dcts 2329 TIeD. 114,
Tlie wond "wkpel” i wetwally o descrivtion of whaf ey do,

Whal an-ampeds?

Anprds arespirits. Thuy are beizges whu de ot femee s phys-
il boly. Jesas Tinselt sa3d, ™ spirit dees not have fesh and
bowes, as Fou sez L hawe” [Luke 24:3U%, Fail 2ngels tng ane
describied as it havDog “Nesh and blood” (Epl. 812}, I the
Lerimees, when anpels do appesr inhaman Srm, this is ool
amunnznbary appearace foe thige who need ta see them,
Anpels are nodgods, TheyareLand's ceation and sere: Hs by
and perlocl will. The good aagels aee zid to be “ministeriag
sparats” (Heho 1:14 ) send by Gt serve us, s people.
Avre angels human?

Human heings ane the coowen ul Gud’s crealivee Qoly of

Liaman beings, and no other cezanerc, did God sap, ™ et us
make man in uur e image’ | Gen, 1:26). Furthermeors, e

the breath nfTifi (Gen. 2:7). Alsis, Gud did 10l pive dopiels eole
aver IBs cosalicn. Tlis privilege He gave only to mankind

(dven. 1:26-28}. Angels are nod hunwn beings. Therextstas

sjpicits sl serve God and His people,

o humun heimpgs heorme angels when ther dies
o, Jurzin betngs do nor becorne angels when they die,

Angels

sontls of the dead are bifore the Lomd, enpying posce arid radin
i presiteoces, awatir e Jusal dee wlien ey will peceive glo-
rifizd badies for all ctemity Gsoe 1A 15; 1 Thiss, 507, Bee 7).

Are angels intelligent beings?

T hie bl desscribics aoeds o liavig bol intelliveroe aod
1 will, The good angels knrer and fllow the wisdim of Grod,
which He I sevealed through Christ to His church {Spk.,
100 1wy ladby serve s, whi are thae hoics of the salalion
Chejst s wior for us (Heb, 1:14). Howeser, angels do not knor
all :hinge For instance, Duey donul koo Qe Oroughns of owe
vesrts [ 1 Eings 5240,

Huww powerful are angele?

Angels a1z extramcly poverfial hoings: They ure deserbed
as"rniphly caves” (Fs. 103:20; 2 Thess, 1.7}, The pood anpels
auard and protoct Godls children [P, 97:11-1 33 The puwer of
the acngels s wever wilivdled, bul is ahwars subject o the will
and aathority af Gind.

Fril aupmels oo are poseectil heings, The Bibde tellus that
thoy hinld captrec all enbefiowers {Lwke 11:21-22; Cph 220

- Belisvers in Chuist are abde to withstand the termptation of ol

anyck thaough the puser ol G (Tph. e 19- 17

Where are angelsd

Amyacds, Tike Gl o ricd innabAl he saiee plresical dinen
siem that human beings inhabit, From Bme: ko time, they ane
ardered by God W appear in aue plysical dinension, Thus,
while thetz are fimes when angels will make an appearance
al a Wistinel place el Acls 12:7), they 1emain beings that
inhabit no physical space
How roany angels are thers?

The Bihle drca mnl give us an exect wormber, Bul does

cleacly reach that treee e Inc-eclilhy large munbers of angeds
whn scree Goed. Sonptune speide of “len thewsand Lomes lan

© thwasamd anels (Do, 7: 100, Elsewhers Scripture speaks of “a
Setiptures peveal that only inko boman beings did God breathe:

The Seripores are clear nn this poznl. ol the Jusl day, the

aret company of the beaenby hust™( Lok 2:13).

Frovu every indicarion i the Bible, there avc am upimzgin-
ahhy large mmmher nf ands, of whien wee ane lolalhe wosws e
st of the titne Thee s a fecd and limited nurmher of arggeds,
never increasing i Jesreasane. ialike Juosen beings. argels do
et paery and harve child ren [(Mark 12:25), Vhey arcimmartal.

Arzall angela the same?
Willie Lz Ly pumbees of suseds there are appaveithroe-



What About Angels?

kain orders or dasses of angels. Seripture speaks of “cherabim”
{Gen. .24 Ps. 8(k1),"seraphim” ([s. 6:2),"thrones ur powers or
rulers ot authorities”(Col. 1:16), “archange!" (T Thess. 416).

Also amony the evil angels there are ranks and dasses of
angels {Malt. 25:41 ), Satan s described as the “prince of the
devils” (Luke 11:15). T is pointless, howewer, o by 10 inverit
complicated divisions and ranks of angels, since Scripture
itself does not provide us with this infor mation,

What are evil angels, and what do they do?

Originally, all angels God created were good and did His
will perfectly. At some point after God created them, sorme
angels chose to rebel against Him. They fell away frum God
and into great sin and evil. Al tiat point, they were confirmed
in their evil condition. There 18 no hope for themn. [n hiatt. 8:29,
they recognize that there will be a timme when they must suffer
¢ternal torment and punishment for their rebellion against
Gud.

Satany i the chief evil anysel, the “prince of demons” (Luke
11:15]. Hexe 5 ko our Lord Jesus Christ describes Satan:*He
wus # murderer from the beginning, not helding to the truth,
[or thete is no truth in him, When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he 18 a liar and the father of lies”{ [ohn B:44).

When precisety the evil angels rebelled and fell away from
God we cannot say for sure, but we do know it was some time
it the very beginning of the world. Most Christian church
fathers believe that the evil angels" original sinwas pride, based
on the fact that Satan's temptation of Adam and Eve was an
appeal to their pride. Also, | Tin. 3:6 indicates that pride was
the cause of the devils condemmation.

The devil is our great enenyy, who “prowls around like 2
roaring lion looking for someone to devour™ (1 Pel. 5:4). 'The
Bible tell us that the devil is the cause of unbeliel in the surld
{Eph. 2:1-2). Ivery person who does not believe the good news
of Christ Jesus is thinking and doing what the devil wants.
Unbelievers are described in the Bible as being in the devil's
kingdom and under his prwer { Acts 26:18; Col, 1:13). The very
fact thar peopie do not realize this, and even deny it, is the
devifs greatest deception. The devil is so deceptive, at times he
will even disguise himself s an“angel of Tight” (2 Cor. £1:14).
In fact, the 01d ‘Testament once refers to Satan as “Locifer.”
which means, "light bearer” (Tsa. 14:12; KJV).

We need to keep in niind that al the Bible says ahout ¢vil
angels, and their eternal punishment, is for the purpose of
making us recognizg the need to repent and o believe in God’s
Son, Jesus Christ, who has ransomed mankind by His death,
and saved us for eternal life, not in hell, but in heaven.

What do geod angels do?
Guod angels enjoy the blessing of being able to see God.
They are in the immediate presence of God, always beholding

His great glory, majesty and power {Matt. 18:10), This is called
the "beatific vision, which all Christians will enjoy one day
when they are in heaven.

God’s Word reveals the followung things about the activity
of gand angels: They praise God (Ts.6:3; Luke 213} and they
are the Lord’s servants iu the world and in the Charch (Ps,
10320-21; Hely, 1:14).

God sends angrls 1o serve and to protect Christian belies-
ers in their work and their callings in life (Pe.91:11-12). They
artend to the dying (Luke 16:22). They care for drildren {Matt.
18:10}. Angels are deeply interested in all that occurs in the
Church. They adore and take great joy in the work of Jesus
Christ fur the salvation of the world (Tuke 2:13; Eph. 3:10).
They rejoice over every sinner who repents {Luke 15:10).

Scripture mentions the presence of angels at every great
everil in the Kingdom ot {7od. Angels were present when God
grwve His law on Mount Sinai (Deut. 33:2; Gal. 3:19). Angels
weTe present at the conception, birth, resurrection and ascen-
ston of pur Lord {Luke 1:26; 2:01; Wark 1:13; 24:5f; Acts
1:10#t). Angels will come with Jesus when He returns on the
Jast day {Marr. 13418 24:31),

The Bible tell us thal angels are present in the public wor-
ship of Chrislians (1 Cor. 11:10). God also uses angels to help
the family and 10 preserve law and order (Gen. 24:7; Matt.
18:16; Darw 1213,

Howr are we to treat angels?

W need to praise and thank God for good angels. We age
told that we are to take care not to offend them through sinand
unbelicf {1 Cor. 11:30; 1 Timn. 5:21). But the Scriptures are also
¢lear that we must not pray to angels, nor offer them our wor-
ship. The anpels themselves protest amy worship given to thom
(Rew. 22:8-9).

As believers, we have the privilege of having angels sir-
rounding us and protecting us and working to do God's good
and perfect will tn our lives, Gur hope and trust is always in
God, whom we kniow sends His angels to watch over us and o
see us through whatever difficulty in life may corme our way:

Recanse of our Lot Jesus Christ’s perfect life and sacrifi-
cial death for the sins of the world, we have the assurance of the
complete and total forgiveness of all aur sins, We know that
God loves and carcs for us as His own dear childeen,
Furthermoze, we know that the Loed sends His angels w care
for us in order that some day we may join them, and all the
company of heaven, in seeing God and singing His praises for
all eternity

— Dr.A L .Barry
President
The Lutheran Church-—Missouri Synod
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