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Clustians we bave 2 unZgue perspestive on deatly, 2

perspeclive Lhal i maclicalby different frau Uie aork]
arerk] us. This parmphle: i imended o help vow, ur somweome
yuw ko, iace death and vnderstand wisa dessOuis, and b
Christianys face death 2nd dezlvich g,

Grm'rings i the mame of our Tamd Jeos Christ, A

What is deuth?

The 1ble teaches chat death is 1ot wo anzabilation n

wihich wo cense 1o exist. The Sueizlares wach that death is the
saparation of eut elecoal eoul Frum our martal bedies, Our
Bundies rest v e grave, weatting the final day when suul amd
Lniily shale b reamiced, At the motwent ol deat b, uur smals, and
the souls ol all thuse whe clic in taish, ilmediately ame i e
peesence of Christ, amed will enjone His presence, preace and joy
antil the great day of the resuerectiog ol all ilesh.

15 Dveath Batneal?

D i popalar to think of death as sooelliog Ut 2% "nat-
wral ¥ Sume paeple cven are beasd W say"Deah is 8 iz
skathing comld B tnzther oo e truth! Desth iz 3 bocrible
veabily Tis e enermy we cach face at the emd of aar Twes.
Death 2 theeaveful ovse thar tell on e Live Qummagh the i of
Aelam and Eve in the Gudee ol Eden. Thrnah that sin, death
ame intd the would wid s deall: spread 1ol of huwanity
because all peogde sin.

trad d3d mos croarts bumeaza bedzgs wodie, bl to live—ig .

T frgver and oy Himm focwver. Death was not pazt of e
creatad rehne, g sy sonetbing thae cane shoet a3 # il
of the simful disobedience of uwr first parents—a sinfil dis
obedienwe that Las been pasacd duwn oo every oo beiw
sinice that tiene,

Whyr mst Christians die?

Scriptoce claaily iadivales that Christians too nust pus
through destls i Jile. Ve lewrn <t as ooe bodlies see wowally
dad right e becans ol siz {The Tindy s dead becaze of
sin' o & 100 Ao o Chriasans ton m s die,

Tl atimgg feleath and semse of God's Jadmoent ere hirn-
hle pumishrecots on Huse whis Lave 2o laith in Cheist as their
siion, They Byoe al e end of Theirlify, anby the prospeczedun
ks fivure, e a perrifiing ision of eter el darnseslion.

What About . ..

Death and Dying

Howeever, e death nfa Christian is not death in as (ull a seose
gt iiw for the mop-Christian. Bor Use Chiristian eterngl lifg and
i fllows deach, tor our Turd Tess Christ is the One weho
watlks writh thett Lseuugsh the "vafley of the shadosr of dest”
(5ol 233,

What ix the Christian’s response Io death and dying?

iz, though - walk Wseough e valley of the shadow of
death, I will fiear e evil? These familiar wozds of Psali 23
chiael e direcrm Rer g Christion indneidual ur Farmily Facing
e ceealsty of deart. Heve Ged identilies uor gzeatest enemy in
staeh tiraes—dar Siwe nune ol ws among the living Las evee
tasbed death, we respomed to the progpect of deatl { wlellercur
rm g that of soomeone we bove ] with foar Boar is natacal,

baon, if Besav i Lo ey, whior i gl Fhe Peadiisr co -
tivtes:"Tor Eues artwith mes thy rod and thi slafl, e corn-
Juctrne." Tesius, mar Good Shepheed, e Oreveho Jaid dinm His
5 for the sheep, is oue coenpanion on the dark, vinding reead
it leeads thuouedy e valley of the shadow of death, The juue-
e 1 ol opeiomal. Sognzr o Tater each ol us, no matter howre
ubd ek vuumge, sl wealle that park This will kappen untl that
iy whe Jesus curns again—adan, ar e ast teunpes. Lhe
Ectdul will e changed in the tinklig of en eye (1 Cor
13:51-52).

Tiut here 2 the dmporrant pact: Twadk through shevellzy
The: Uiz who is widy o bn Oua wormey, who eads ns o0, bears
e scars of dealoin Elis lvring b:\:]j,r. He was dead, bl neze He
Brees Jurevermnone, A0 whi Believe und ane baptized vwill be
sitved; iy Lave @ skang i His victooy ever deatl:. Christians,
Wheresome, ame able 0 see death nel merely 25 an onfortunate
ruality fonbe endured, bur as 2 deleaed eneny. The temries
Hion o the Bodviud Use ik everlastingarc the sureand cerlain
vealiries proaoiised 1o alf wha cennain Eirldil unlo deuth.

What happens after we die?

For unbelevess tiee is theseqomd death” (Tes 314! 0
which theitsonls aze Dnmediaely in Uw presence of Satn aod
inmediately bagin 12 uller the torment of eteraal punish-
met; i hell, Eoarn wlich Akareis no pssibidiny of eseape. On
tlee day ul jualgmeat, thait hodies join diese suwls in bedl,

Thigi waho trask i the 1edesocting wom by Christ oir Lesd
pass from death o Lile This is why th Bible nses se ey



Whal About Death and Dying?

comforting images to describe the death of the child of God.
Here are some of the phrases the Holy Spirt uses to describe a
Christians death: being gathered to one’s pevple; departure in
peace; departure and being with Christ; a turning asvay fron
the evil to come; sleep; rest; passing from death to life; deliver-

[P LA PY [ Q] I ey LT .-n-n.”
dTHOC AT daw CVIG TG, DAY, Zaill.

(3am? How can death be gain? When a baptized child of
God passes through death—a son or danghter of God wha has
been redeemed by the blood of the Lambrof Ged—then death
is gain. Through death the children of God pass into an eter-
nity of joy and peace with their heavenly Father.

Teach Christian, therefore, may rejoicein the life that Christ
has wen and gives to him or her through the Word and
Sacraments, When we die, our souls await the final consnm-
mation of all things en the day Christ returns. We shall receive
glorified bodies thar are free fram tears, pain, sickness and
age—perfectly renewed and glorified resurrection bodies.

Tn these new and glorified bodies, we shall spend all eter-
nity in heaven, enjoying the presence of God and afl His saints,
forever and ever. The overwhelminy joy of this truth is almost
too much for us toeven begin to comprehiend, but it is true!

How do Christians face death?

Christians tace death as they tace lite—uwrith their eyes
fixed firinly on Jesus, We cling ko the promises of His Word,
which, when facing death, secm cven more wendcrful and
powerful. Ome of the most beautiful promises our Lord gave W
us is found in John 14:2-3 where He says,“In my bather’s
house are many rooms, if it were not so, would [have told yoo
that 1 go to prepare a place foryou? And when T go and prepare
a place for vou, Twill conve again and will take you to mysclf,
that where Tam you miay bealso!”

We realize that no matter how our lives may end, there is
une thing of which we can be absolutely certain, We shall pass
from death to life, from this life to the life beyond, with our
Lord. And there we shall rejoin all of our loved ones and others
who have gone before us trusting in Chiist their Savior.

How does a Christian deal with grief?

Christians should net hesitate tocry, Our Lord wepl at the
tomb of His friend Lazarus., We too find ourselves in tears al
the pain of our loss. But we do not sprrow in the same way as
those whe bave no hope, Since we beliove that Jesus died and
rose again, even 5o, theough Jesus, God will bring with Him
those who have fallen asleep {1 Thess. 4:14). We look furward
to a grand reenion with loved ones who have died in faith. 541,
we miss thern. The separation can seemn overwhelming at
times. This pain is partand parcel of grieving, it is to be under-

stood, not resisted.

Greving for most people isa journey. It is a journcy from
the initial pain of parting, toseard healing and reconciliation
with our loss. The pain gradually subsides, but the loss
remains. Grief has many dimensions and may seem unpre-

Jictable in s ebb and fiows yetin Christ we find strenyrth: evraer
actalle In Tt ebir anc Howg yetir nd stremyrth alongs

the way. For in this journey we are not alone,

Christians find that family and friends are God's gifts to
help them bear the pain of Joss, which at times seems unbear-
able. Such company is important in dealing comstructively
with grief. [t muest be consciously sought out by those who
mourr. Most who mowrn find it very helpful to tell the story of
the death of those they Tove to family and to trusted friends.
The repeated narrating of that story brings release and insight
inlo the oy and soreow of the parting, Friends and family will
warnt to Jend a listening car and heart tor such telling and
retelling it is a rare privilege to be entrusted with such trea-
sures.*Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulhll the T of
Christ™ (Gal. 6:2).

Above all, Christian mourners will turn to the worship (el-
loweship of the chuech and the rich combort of God’s holy Word
and Sacrament for healing along the path of griel. Bor fesus
Christ abides within His church through His sacred means of
race. Through these channels He bestows the riches of His
forgiveness, life and salvation now,and o all eternity. One day
we tow shall stand with that great multitude of heaven wha
hear these blessed words:

“Mosy the dwelling of (od is with men,and he will Iive with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their Gad, TTe willwipe every tear from theireves.
There will be no mare death or mowening or cryiing or pain, for
the old arder of things has passed away”{ Rev. 21:3—4).

— DAL Barry
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri synod
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